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According to legend, about the time of the conflict between the Northern and Southern Courts period (around 1337), Chiyozuru Kuniyasuy, the founder of Echizen uchthamono (forged knife) ; 5 4 1”, S %l' *A’ ; N
traveled around the country seeking for good quality water that was essential to forge superior swords. Hearing about the splendid water in Fuchu, Echizen, he arrived at a pond which l ‘-- BB L LALY - BEIECAL Y
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was later named “Chiyozuru no lke™ after him. He made excellent swords usmyter from the pond and every time he forged a satistying sword, he carved a small guardian dog out ot H k . k
the whetstone and sank it in the pond with the 1dea that although swords are weapons, his hope was they would not be used to kill peple but become a symbol of the samural spirit instead. 0‘ Uriku . g
Chivozuru Kuniyasu, now an eminent swordsmith, came up with the idea of making sickles that would cut well for blacksmiths and farmers and made thick-bladed sickles applying S h In ka nsen LI ne
the specialised advanced sword making techniques. The sickles he made were sharper and much easier to use than conventional ones that blacksmiths admired his techniques and were
honored to learn these techniques and pass them on to the following generations. After the Edo period, these sickles were popularly known across the country as “Echizen-Kama”. In 1932,
Chiyvozuru Shrine was built beside the birth place of Echizen uchihamono, Chiyozuru no Ike, to forever admire and praise the achievement of Chiyozuru Kuniyasu. Today this place 1s well ————
known as “the sacred ground of Echizen uchthamono™ and attracts many tourists. i ERmES 1 T8 137
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In this area, there are some facilities
that relate to traditional forged knives. e _ ‘ ‘
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ﬂ(’ |J % /f ’k‘ E\% ﬂ‘) 5 the hall of fame of Echizen uchihamono, or forged knife. o JLFEHN Y EAEPT 1 B MyFT H B B EPT o REH¥T N Y3 ERT 4 5 1LFT N 12 SR B RE TE 13 KRG JE 14 GRIEBLE 7 15 & B HISERREE 46 FEAE
B 20 [t informs us about the history, technical arts, and the culture of . ‘ ‘
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echizen chiyozuru no yakata shops(retail shop) are also enjoyable to visit. s . 0 M U A A\ - A -
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35 that are fully traditional in material and forging techniques, farming tools like sickles, and custom-made o [IARFTHY 3 BRENGFT N

forged knives. They are widely sold both at home and overseas.
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